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Overview

• Austria then and now

• Church registers

• Seigniorial records

• Tax regulations and cadastres

• Military records

• “Heimatrecht” - Right of domicile

• Further sources for research

• Practical examples
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Austria then and now

Source: Austria-Forum, “Erwerbungen und Verluste der Donaumonarchie im Verlauf der Jahrhunderte“
https://austria-forum.org/af/Wissenssammlungen/Geschichtsatlas/Monarchie%20-%20Erwerbungen%20und%20Verluste
Last downloaded 2022-03-25
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Austria then and now

Source: Austria-Forum, “Umgebung Österreichs“
https://austria-forum.org/af/Community/Alles_%C3%BCber_%C3%96sterreich/Landkarte-%C3%96sterreich/Umgebung%20%C3%96sterreichs
Last downloaded 2022-03-25
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Austria then and now

• Burgenland joined Austria in 1921, before that: Hungary

• Upper Austrian Innviertel joined Austria in 1779, before that: Bavaria

• Salzburg definitively part of Austria since 1816

Vienna:

• Separate province since 1920, before that part of Lower Austria

• Expansions starting in 1850 (today’s districts 2-9) 

• Further expansions starting in 1892 (districts outside the “Gürtel”)

• Nazi era: Extension to 26 districts (incl. Klosterneuburg, Schwechat, Mödling)

• Today: 23 districts
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Church registers – Overview

• Locked records

• Roman Catholic church registers

• Protestant church registers

• Jewish registers

• Civil status registers

• Military parish records

• Old Catholic church registers

• Greek Catholic church registers

• Greek Orthodox church registers
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Church records – Locked records

• Baptisms: 100 years

• Marriages: 75 years

• Deaths: 30 years

For all entries 1939 or later, civil registry offices are responsible.

Burgenland: Civil registry offices from 1895 onwards
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Roman Catholic church registers

• 1523: Austria’s oldest church register 
(Register of deaths I of the parish of St. Stephan in Vienna)

• 1563: Council of Trent – Obligatory keeping of marriage and baptismal 
registers

• 1614: Rituale Romanum – Obligatory keeping of church registers of baptisms, 
deaths and confirmations

• Few parishes have church records before 1600

• Eastern parts of Austria – Church registers partly start after second Turkish 
siege of Vienna 1683 or Kuruc uprisings 1709/1714
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Roman Catholic church registers

• Until 1770: Entries in German, Latin, Czech

• From 1770 onwards:  Father of children born out of wedlock only indicated if 
explicitely desired or in case of legitimation through subsequent marriage

• 1783/ 84: Joseph II - Founding of many new parishes

• 1784: Church registers have the status of civil registers 
Entries to be made in German
Separate sections per locality

• From 1797 onwards: Mandatory duplicates

• 1938: Introduction of civil registry offices
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Roman Catholic church registers

• Vienna with eastern part of Lower Austria, Western part of Lower Austria, Upper 
Austria, Salzburg, Styria, Carinthia, Vorarlberg, 
Tyrol (links to Provincial Archives of Tyrol), Burgenland (only two parishes):
www.matricula-online.eu

• Burgenland:
FamilySearch, overview of films at Burgenland Bunch website: 
https://www.the-burgenland-bunch.org/LDS/LDS.htm as well as 
www.matriken.at (fee-based)
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http://www.matriken.at/


Protestant church registers

• 1781: Patent of Toleration grants religious freedom

• From 1782 onwards: Pastors allowed to establish their own parishes and keep 
church records, which however have no legal authority

• From 1784 onwards: Catholic church registers have a column to indicate 
Catholic/Protestant faith

• 1819: Legal equality with Catholic church registers, duplicates still have to be 
transmitted to the Catholic parish and be recorded there

• 1849: Full legal equality with Catholic church registers

• From 1938 onwards: “Standesämter” (civil registry offices)
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Protestant church registers

• Vienna A.C., Vienna H.C., Lower Austria (Baden, Mitterbach), Upper Austria (7 
parishes), Styria (Schladming), Carinthia (16 parishes), Vienna Danish and 
Swedish legations:
www.matricula-online.eu

• Burgenland:
FamilySearch, overview of films at Burgenland Bunch website: 
https://www.the-burgenland-bunch.org/LDS/LDS.htm

• Upper Austria:
https://www.doris.at/themen/geschichte/glaubensgemeinschaften.aspx

• Innsbruck, Christuskirche:
https://matriken.tirol.gv.at/#1648049375348_9
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Jewish registers

• 1784: Keeping of registers is made mandatory

• Until 1868: Births, marriages and deaths have to be entered in the Catholic 
church registers if there is no local Jewish Community

• 1869: Legal equality

• From 1938 onwards: “Standesämter” (civil registry offices)

• Information today:
Jewish Communities (Kultusgemeinden) in Vienna, Linz, Salzburg, 
Innsbruck and Graz
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Jewish registers

• Fonds of the Israelitische Kultusgemeinde Vienna:
http://www.archiv-ikg-wien.at/archivportal/bestaende/matriken/

• Vienna, Lower Austria:
https://www.familysearch.org/search/image/uri=https://familysearch.org/recapi/
sord/collection/2028320/waypoints

• Vienna, Duplicates 1826-1943:
https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/196164?availability=Family%20Hist
ory%20Library

• Burgenland:
Originals largely lost, duplicates partly available on 
https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/results?count=20&query=%2Bkey
words%3Aburgenland%20%2Bkeywords%3Ajewish
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Civil status registers

• Before 1868: Only denominational weddings

• From 1868 onwards: “Notzivilehe” (“emergency civil marriage”) for partners of 
different denominations

• From 1870 onwards: “Notzivilehe” also available to people with no denomination 
or belonging to a denomination not recognised; 
Introduction of rules for births and deaths

• Vienna:
Original records of civil status registers: Magistratsabteilung (MA) 35
Copies at the Vienna Municipal and Provincial Archives

• Provinces:
Archives of the district offices (“Bezirkshauptmannschaft”)
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Military parish records

• 1773: Foundation of the Apostolic Military Vicariat, beginning of records in all  
regiments, corps and institutions of the Army

• 1784: Military parish records become public documents,
Rules regarding Jewish and non-Catholic Christians

• From 1816 onwards: Almost full availability of records for genealogical research

• 1919: End of k.k. Military parish records

• Small garrisons – records often kept by the local parish

• Available online at 
https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/results?count=100&query=%2Baut
hor%3A%C3%96sterreich%20%2Bauthor%3AArmee and to a small degree at 
Crossborder Archives – Österreichisches Staatsarchiv
https://www.crarc.findbuch.net/php/main.php?ar_id=3738#c396537441
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Church records of other denominations

• Old Catholic church:
Recognised in 1877, first church records starting in 1871
Not available online, information at the Old Catholic church

• Greek Catholic church:
Vienna, parish of St. Barbara: 
https://data.matricula-online.eu/de/oesterreich/wien/01-st-barbara/
Church records starting 1784

• Greek Orthodox church:
Vienna, parishes of St. George and Holy Trinity: 
https://data.matricula-online.eu/de/oesterreich/metropolis/
Church records starting 1775/1790
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Church registers – Search help GenTeam

• www.GenTeam.eu

• Free of charge, requires registration

• Currently more than 21 million records

• Gazetteer with 76,000 entries (Austria, 
the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Slovenia 
and South Tyrol)

• Many person-related databases: 
Baptisms, weddings, funerals, Jewish 
genealogy, professions, military, 
nobility, …
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Church registers – Search help GenTeam

Direct links
to archives
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Seigniorial records

• Records partly starting around 1500

• Relevant documents for genealogy: Marriage contracts, inventory reports, 
purchase contracts, land records, court records, etc.

• Estates up until 1848
All documents relevant at that time had to be handed over to the respective 
“Bezirksgericht” or “Kreisgericht” (district or county court)

• Identifying the estate responsible for a person:
Topographies, registers at Provincial archives or Provincial libraries
Sometimes indicated in 19th century church records of weddings 
Detailed overview of search helps in Wiki of ÖFR:
https://wiki.oefr.at/Topographien

Genealogical research in Austria 19

https://wiki.oefr.at/Topographien


Seigniorial records

• First source of information regarding available records: Provincial archives

• Additional holders: 
Austrian State Archives, archives of dioceses, monasteries, castles, cities, private 
archives

• Online sources:
Lower Austria Austrian Provincial Archives: https://www.noela.findbuch.net
Lower Austria, Upper Austria, Burgenland: 
https://www.familysearch.org/search/image/index?owc=https://www.familysear
ch.org/service/cds/recapi/collections/1929847/waypoints
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Tax regulations and cadastres –
Maria Theresa and Joseph II
• “Theresianische Steuerrektifikation”

Effective as of 1756
Organised according to estates
Dominikalfassung for seigniorial land, Rustikalfassung for subjects
Held by Provincial archives

• “Josephinische Steuerregulierung”
Effective only from Nov. 1, 1789 until May 1, 1790
Organised according to cadastral units
Based on mapping and yield estimation of all productive plot 
Houses were registered but not surveyed
Not in Tyrol and Vorarlberg (“Bayerischer Steuerkataster” 1808)
Held by Provincial archives

• Salzburg: “Hieronymus-Kataster” around 1770
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Tax regulations and cadastres –
Franciscan Cadastre
• Franciscan Cadastre (Stable Cadastre)

Created between 1817 and 1861
Organised according to cadastral units
Genealogical information mainly in registers of building plots and land plots

• Original maps at Federal Office of Metrology and Surveying (BEV),
online auf Arcanum: https://maps.arcanum.com/de/browse/cadastral/
(red numbers: land plots, black numbers:  building plots) 

• Registers and duplicate kept by various bodies (BEV, Provincial archives)
Comprehensive overview on Wiki by ÖFR: 
https://wiki.oefr.at/Fassionen_und_Kataster#Franziszeischer_Kataster_in_.C3.96s
terreich
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Military records 1740 - 1918

• Primarily at the “Kriegsarchiv” (War Archives) of the Austrian State Archives, from 
1869 onwards also at the Provincial archives

• Many records of ÖStA available online at FamilySearch

• Particularly relevant for genealogical research: 
1740- 1820: Musterlisten (draft lists) and Standestabellen (status lists), sorted by 
military units
1820-1869: Grundbuchsblätter (personnel files), sorted by military units, and 
Conduitelisten for officers
1869-1918: Grundbuchsblätter (personnel files), sorted by crown lands, 
Stellungslisten (draft lists) and Qualifikationslisten for officers

• Comprehensive overview with direct links to FamilySearch on Wiki by ÖFR: 
https://wiki.oefr.at/Militär
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“Heimatrecht” - Right of domicile

• Introduced in 1849 following the abolition of the seigniorial system (1848), gives 
the right to undisturbed stay and the right to support in case of poverty

• Gained by birth, marriage, admission, duration of residence or assumption of a 
public office

• “Heimatschein” – document confirming the right of domicile in a community

• From 1930 onwards: Communities have to keep a “Heimatrolle” = list of all 
people with the right of domicile

• Church registers: “zuständig nach” or “gebürtig von” indicates the community 
where the person has the right of domicile, not the parish of birth
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Further sources for research

• Register of Archives of the Austrian State Archives

• IGAL – Interessengemeinschaft Ahnenforscher Ländle

• ÖFR – Austrian Society for Research on Genealogy and Regional Heritage

• ANNO – Historical newspapers and magazines

• Topotheque – The local history platform for Citizen Scientists

• Wien Geschichte Wiki (Vienna history Wiki)

• Wienbibliothek (Vienna library)

• ZEDHIA – Historical business information
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Register of Archives of the Austrian State 
Archives

https://www.oesta.gv.at/services/archivregis
ter.html

• Overview of Austrian federal, provincial, 
communal and private archives, their 
fonds and conditions of use

• Church archives also included

• Collection of links including international 
web sites
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IGAL – Interessengemeinschaft 
Ahnenforscher Ländle

https://www.igal.at/

• Main point of contact for questions on 
genealogy in the province of 
Vorarlberg

• 20 year anniversary with exhibition, 
presentations, film presentation and 
youth program, April 1-3, 2022 in 
Lustenau

• Member of DAGV
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ÖFR – Austrian Society for Research on 
Genealogy and Regional Heritage

www.oefr.at

• Weekly genealogy cafés and evening 
meetings (online, Wednesdays)

• Comprehensive Wiki 
https://wiki.oefr.at/Hauptseite

• Mailing list www.GenList.at and 
Facebook groups (https://oefr.at/links/)

• Subscribe to blog for infos on events and 
news
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ANNO – Historical newspapers and 
magazines

www.anno.onb.ac.at

• Digitisation project of the Austrian 
National Library (ÖNB)

• 25 million pages, 1,400 titles
• From 1568 (Fugger-Zeitung) until 1951
• Full text search, overview by years, 

thematic search, alphabetic list
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Topotheque – The local history platform for 
Citizen Scientists

https://www.topothek.at/en/

• Regional historical source of 
reference focusing on preserving 
private historical material and 
making it visible

• Portals maintained by communities, 
institutions of private persons

• Mainly from Austria, in particular 
Lower Austria
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Wien Geschichte Wiki (Vienna history Wiki)

www.geschichtewiki.wien.gv.at/Wien_Gesc
hichte_Wiki

• Historical knowledge platform of the city 
of Vienna

• Based on the “Historische Lexikon Wien” 
by Felix Czeike (Vienna, 1992-2004)

• Constantly being expanded

• People, topographical objects, buildings, 
organisations, events, Remembering, 
maps, terms, etc.
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Wienbibliothek (Vienna library)

www.digital.wienbibliothek.at/

• History and events regarding Vienna

• Maps

• Locations, people

• Everyday life

• Culture and literature, music

• Address books, business directories, 
house and street directories
“Lehmann“: Address books
1859-1942 
https://digital.wienbibliothek.at/nav/clas
sification/2612509

Genealogical research in Austria 32

https://www.digital.wienbibliothek.at/
https://digital.wienbibliothek.at/nav/classification/2612509


ZEDHIA – Historical business information

https://portal.zedhia.at/

• Information on business history from 
Central Europe starting 1789

• Official Journal of the Wiener Zeitung, 
address books, Vienna statistical 
yearbook, address book of Europe 
(1844), etc.

• Fee-based
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